
 

  

 

 

A Conversation with the U.S. Private Sector on Why Accelerating 
Implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement is a 

Game Changer 
 
Join the Office of the United States Trade Representative and 
representatives of the U.S. private sector for a timely conversation 
about the importance of accelerating the implementation of the WTO 
Trade Facilitation Agreement. 
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Salvatore Vetrini 
Senior Counsel, Regulatory Affairs 
FedEx 
  
Sal Vetrini is a Senior Counsel at FedEx Corporation based in 
Washington, DC, where his portfolio focuses on a variety of 
international regulatory issues. In particular, his work includes 
international trade issues (e.g., the World Trade Organization, regional 
free trade agreements, etc.) and international postal regulation. Prior to 
FedEx, Sal was a senior attorney in U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection’s Office of Chief Counsel.  
 
 
 
Mario Palacios 
Sr. Managing Director, International Trade Policy 
Intel 
  
Mario R. Palacios is Sr. Managing Director, International Trade & 
Technology Policy for Intel Corporation, the world’s largest producer of 
semiconductors and a leading manufacturer of computer, networking 
and communications products.  Based in Washington, D.C., he is 
responsible for Intel’s policy and advocacy related to legislative, 
regulatory and administrative developments in all areas relating to 
international trade, including, market access matters, digital trade, 
worldwide export controls, customs, and trade facilitation.  In this role, 
Mario is also responsible for managing a global team responsible for 



 

 

coordinating global advocacy efforts focused on reducing policy and regulatory barriers that may 
impact Intel’s global supply chain.  
 
Prior to his current role, Mario served as Global Technology Compliance Manager in Intel’s Global 
Trade Group where he managed a team of trade compliance professionals who oversaw all export 
compliance programs covering a diverse portfolio of products and technology in support of Intel’s 
international network of research and development, manufacturing, and sales locations.  
Previously, Mario worked for the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs in 
support of the U.N. Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) where he advised on matters of trade facilitation, preferential 
trade agreements, market accessibility, computerized customs management systems, and supply 
chain.  
 
Mario graduated from the University of Southern California in Los Angeles, California, with a degree 
in economics and international relations. He also earned a master’s degree, in international economic 
policy from Columbia University in the City of New York. Mario is also a Licensed Customs Broker in 
the United States.  
 
 
  
Kate Weiner 
Director, Global Customs Regulatory Affairs 
Cargill 
  
Kate has been active in the trade industry since 1995 getting started in 
the US Legislative, Executive and State Government before moving to 
the private sector in 2003.  She began the private sector journey in the 
Wine Industry learning the complexity of wine supply chain throughout 
the world including composition requirements, labeling and standards of 
identity.  She moved to Cargill in 2011 as the North America Regional 
Lead and pushed the envelope on customs regulatory management for 
Cargill and created the position of Director of Global Customs 
Regulatory Affairs.   
 
Kate was appointed to the 15th term of the Commercial Operations Advisory Committee to US 
Customs and Border Protection & US Treasury holding the position of co-chair for the Subcommittee 
on Intelligent Enforcement and the Working Group on Export Modernization.  Other organization 
activity includes US Council for International Business, Organization for Women in International 
Trade, International Compliance Professionals Association, American Association of Exporters and 
Importers and numerous others.  Kate earned an International Food Law Certification from Michigan 
State University as well as a B.A. in International Public Policy from James Madison College at 
Michigan State University.  She has been a licensed US Customs Broker since 2009.   
 
Kate lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota USA with her husband and two sons.  Generally, weekends and 
evenings are spent cheering for or driving to her children’s lacrosse and American football events.  
When she gets any free time, she loves spending time on one of Minnesota’s 10,000 lakes.         



 

 

 
 
   
Ari Giovenco  
Senior Manager, U.S. Trade Policy 
Amazon 
 
Ari Giovenco serves as Senior Manager for U.S. Trade Policy on 
Amazon’s public policy team. In his capacity, he is responsible 
for advocating for trade policies that support Amazon and its 
customers. Ari has over a decade of experience working on 
trade policy in both the public and private sectors. His 
experience includes serving in the Obama Administration in the 
Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) and in 
the U.S. House of Representatives for a senior Member of the 
House Committee on Ways and Means. Prior to joining Amazon, 
Ari was Director of Trade and International Policy at the Internet 
Association. 
 
   
 
Jake Colvin 
Vice President, Global Trade and Innovation 
National Foreign Trade Council 
  
As Vice President for Global Trade Issues at the National Foreign 
Trade Council (NFTC), Jake leads the Council’s work to 
modernize trade rules for the digital age and its engagement with 
multilateral institutions including the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum. He also guides the Council’s Cuba 
strategy and has led several business delegations to Havana. 
  
As Executive Director of the Global Innovation Forum, Jake works 
to create a global hub connecting startup, business, education and nonprofit leaders to discuss 
international trade. 
Through workshops and reports, he leads GIF’s efforts to elevate the opportunities that exist to 
be global from Day One and explore the role of government policies and programs in the success of 
startups and small businesses. 
  
Jake has written about trade and foreign policy for media including Business Week, Forbes, Inc., 
Politico and Reuters, and has provided analysis for outlets including BBC Radio, CNBC, CNN, NBC 
News, NPR and Time Magazine. 
  



 

 

 
Megan Giblin 
Director, Customs and Trade Facilitation 
United States Council for International Business  
 
Megan Giblin manages USCIB’s work on both customs and anti-illicit 
trade policy, serves as government affairs and policy for ATA Carnet, and 
provides support on trade and investment policy, handling issue 
management, policy development, and staff support for USCIB 
committees and working groups. Additionally, she had served as, and 
now manages USCIB engagement, as an International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) representative to the World Customs Organization’s 
Harmonized Systems Committee and HS Review Subcommittee. 
 
Giblin has more than a decade of public- and private-sector experience, 
focused on customs, trade facilitation, trade policy and advocacy. She has served as business 
operations manager in Hewlett-Packard Company’s global trade department, working on customs, 
trade policy and trade facilitation matters. Additionally, Giblin has served as a cleared advisor to the 
U.S. Department of Commerce and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, participating in and 
co-chairing the Industry Trade Advisory Committee (ITAC) on Customs and Trade Facilitation 
Matters. 
 
Giblin earned an MBA in international management and a Chinese studies certificate from the 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey and holds a bachelor’s degree in French and 
Spanish from Illinois State University. She has lived and studied extensively in Western Europe and 
the Far East. 
 
 


